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Veronica’s Room’ — nasty little shocker without shocks at Colonial 


Kevin Kelly 
lobe Staff 


| “Veronica’s Room,” at 
the Colonial, means to be a 
ty little shocker but 
y succeeds in being 
Hasty, very nasty. Its small 
Measure of shock is over in 
a quick flat second and 
What's left in the mind 
after playwright Ira Levin 
itas desperately tried to fill 
80 minutes playing time is 
the standard obstacle with 
thysteries like this: Why? 
As Mr. Levin has recently 
shown in his suspense-less, 
slipshod novel “The Step- 
ford Wives,” he is a good 
than with an outline but 
both predictable and 
é@mpty when it comes to 
the moment of telltale 
‘epnclusion. 
„Having said all this, I'm 
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not sure how to continue. 
“Veronica's Room” has one 
of those plots everyone is 
fervently requested not to 
divulge (supposedly “for 
the enjoyment of future 
audiences"). Since I don't 
want to be put under the 
hex of “Rosemary's Baby” 
(another of Mr. Levin's 
works), I'll do my best to 
comply, at least by side- 
slipping the play's main 
revelation. The story is set 
in a large, gloomy, room 
with barred windows, in a 
house in Walpole, a house 
furnished circa 1930. The 
time, however, is the pre- 
sent. A young girl, a BU 
student is asked to imper- 


sonate a dead girl she re- 
sembles. For reasons I'll 
leave unspecified, she 
agrees. A frenzied attempt 
is made to rattle her into 
the dead girl's identity, 
but it fails. And Mr. Levin 
moves in for the ... err, 
ahh. . . kill. 

As momentarily engag- 
ing as the plot seems to be 
(the ritual role-playing is 
faintly reminiscent of 
Genet, faintly that is), it 
soon begins to flounder. 
While Mr. Levin is fairly 
ingenious with detail and 
humor, he finally gives no 
insight into the awful ma- 
levolence lurking in the 


antagonists, who number 
three (sorry to beso spe- 
cific). It turns out too easi- 
ly that their troubles agi- 
tate from their genes and, 
if I'm being as cagey as I 
think, you'll probably have 
to see the play to fully un- 
derstand that sentence. 
What must be blankly ac- 
cepted is a curse of insani- 
ty that includes sibling ri- 
valry, incest, murder, ne- 
crophilia and kidnaping. 
It's not that I find these 
ailments dramatically un- 
believable. They're as old 
as Aeschylus and as recent 
as the sadomasochistic 
mass murders in Houston. 


But in both of these in- 


Veronica's Room Nastly Little Shocker 


Copyright © 2024 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved. 


stances, Greek tragedy and 
current news, there has 
been some attempt made 
in explaining behavioral 
psychology. Mr. Levin 
simply settles for the path- 
ologic strain, without defi- 
ning it. 

Under Ellis Rabb’s di- 
rection, the play is well 
performed, although pecu- 
liarly without any real 


terror. Eileen Heckart, Ar- 
thur Kennedy, Regina Baff 
and Kipp Osborne are the 
cast and three of them 
play dual roles (I'm being 
cagey again). Miss Baff 
gives what might be mis- 
taken for a virtuosic per- 
formance. except she occa- 
sionally overdoes it and 
sometimes can’t be under- 
stood. Incidentally, the 
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land Cirel 


Lawrence, Dedham, Neponset, 


burn, 
Revere, VFW & North Reading 


name Mr. Levin has 
given her is phonetically 
close. I believe, to the 
name of a coed recently 
murdered, a coincidence he 
sould eliminate. 
“Veronica’s Room,” for 
all its elaborate detail, is 
dramatically spare. It’s not 
so much that the room 
lacks a view as it is that 
the view is severly limited. 
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Brais Brockton, Hanover 
Burlington, Cambridge, 
Peabody, Saugus, Stoneham, 


Natick, Framingham, Ipswich 


in “Veronica's Room” 
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